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ATTENTION ON DECK

We are very pleased to announce we have two new members, who will be sworn in at our April memj-
bership meeting. They are Susan & Robert Blanks of Merritt Island. Please make them feel welcome
as members of CBSPS! It is an ongoing process to keep the membership data up to date, so please
tinue to email Lt/C Marilyn Flanigan with any changes you have. Her email address can be found on
page 2.

Please remember our senior members who would like to attend our monthly meetings and/or function
that may need a ride. If you know of a member that needs to obtain a ride, please make yourself avai
able to accommodate them. They are our anchors!
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SOUNDINGS DEADLINE:
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boating stories and any

articles of
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debra.burleson@bellsouth.net

AT THE HELM

Commander Lance H. VandeBerg, P

| would like to thank everyone involved with the Change of Watch on March 1,
20009. It was very well organized and everyone seemed to enjoy themselves. |
know this was a lot of effort by several people and it is greatly appreciated by
all.

Our guest speaker at the general meeting on March®was Mark Rutledge with
the Florida Crime Prevention organization. He spoke on personnel and home
safety techniques and was very well received. Several people stayed after anc
purchased some of his pepper spray devices that he brought along and sold a
discounted price.

Several members have been very active in the cardboard boat race project
scheduled for May 9" at the Titusville spring picnic. There is three different de-
signs being built and the first trial run was on March 1f"at Gene Mi
house. Test pilots for the trial run included Joe Auchter and Mark Montfort.
Both survived the event without getting wet.

The D23 Spring Council will be held in Deland at the Holiday Inn on March 2%
i 29". Several of our members are planning on attending.

Donodot forget the Harbortown Marinabo
April 4™ 5" We will have our tent set up to promote our squadron and mem-
bers may donate any marine items that we can sell. Contact George Guerrero
volunteer for this event.




EXECUTIVE OFFICER

P/C Kermit Forbes, P

As we start this new year, | hope we can minimize the anger and maximize the enjoyment.

Our public relations committee will do their best to publicize all of the good things our
sail and power squadron are doing. If anyone has any suggestions on getting our messag@lease call or
send me an amail. Growing our membership should be our numbeione priority for 2009.

| hope that each of us support the vessel safety check program, so please get your vggsel neighbor's
vessel and your friend's vessel inspected by one of our examiners, tlaeg listed in your roster, the only ong
missing is myself.

Your bridge is very enthusiastic about the upcoming year and we need your help to make
2009 a successful year.

Hope to see each of you at the upcoming flea market at Harbortown Marina.

SQUADRON EDUCATION OFFICER

LT/C Paul A. Ragusa, P

Lenny Senabali is our latest member to receive his N grade. That is three out of five so far, for their In
structor P/ D/ C Fred Adame, SN. The folders of
C George Hess, SN, and forwarded to National.

Marine Electronics began Feb.25 with five students from our Squadron, along with one student, a me
ber of the Palm Beach Squadron. The Instructor is Lt Howard Bernbaum SN. Welcome aboard to our
newest member Suzanne Blanks. She joined the Squadron at our general meeting March 4, and en-
rolled in Marine Electronics the next night. She enjoyed her first class.

The Piloting class is preparing for their exam, with a review by Instructor Lt Jack Wurst, AP, and dis-
tribution of the exams on March 30.

Americas Boating Course will begin May 12, at Cape Canaveral Hospital, Room A at 7:00 PM. The
exam will be on June 09. This year, especially we need help in generating public interest. Please mer|
it to your marina mates, neighbors and ceworkers. If you can, take a poster and put it up in a location
that has high visibility.
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ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

LT/C Gerard Meunier, JN

Membership:

We will have the pleasure to swear in 2 new members at our next General Meeting. They are Suzann
Blanks and Robert Blanks; their home phone number is 32452-0148. Give them a call to welcome
them! Your Bridge would like this event to be a recurrent one at each General Meeting. Have you do
your part lately to sign in new Members? If you have any question, give Lt. Doris Valentine (32152
1835) or me (267304-7514) a call.

Membership Retention:

The 56 members present at the March'8 General Meeting saw the new nominative sigin sheet, where
you only need to initialize next to your name. This will help this committee to a more active role in in-
volving non-participating members. You may even be asked to volunteer (Oh My God ") for a few
phone calls to our lost souls.

Entertainment:

Check the new 20022010 Roster and the latest Soundings under Calendar of Coming Events and re-
serve those dates on your own calendar, agenda, computer or whatever, to eliminate potential conflig
and increase patrticipation. As you know, the More, the Merrier.

Programs:

There will be existing and exotic destinations with our General Meeting presentations in 2009. First, |
will cross the Panama Canal (April ), presently being doubled in size; thanks to our very own P/C
Mike Stone, P. Then we shall return to the USA and look at the challenges of the Great Loop (Md$)5
with yours truly. And, weodl I navigate the mig
appearing rain forest in the World; thanks to our very own Lt. Doris Valentine.

Most Members have at least one interesting boating story to tell and share their experience with us all.

After all, we are a Boating Education organization and value practical as well as book learning. So,
come forward with your knowledge and teach wus

Refreshments:
At our March 3 General Meeting, P/R/C Carmen Adame, AP looked for Volunteers for this importan
function. Give her a call !!
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Secretary

LT/C Marilyn Flanigan, P

The 20092010 Roster is finished and will be ready to mail in a few days. P/D/C Fred Adame has dor
great job as usual.

There are some changes you will have to correct in your Roster yourself to bring it up to date. Theseg
changes will be in the May 2009 Soundings. Unfortunately, for one reason or another, some of the
email addresses and other changes that were sent to National did not appear correctly on the list we
dered from National.
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| spoke to our National <contact person by phogne
simply a matter of time when we make changes or order a list from National. It is an on going process
that seems to be always behind. Soéwhen you r|ec

to view any changes that have been sent to N4
so you can make those updates to your own Roster. Please remember to email any changes you mi
have in the coming months to your Secretary. We also have 2 new members to welcome!

Susan M. Blanks Robert Blanks

1350 Dolphin Ave. 1350 Dolphin Ave.
Merritt Island, FL 32952 Merritt Island, FL 32952
452-0148/2663387 48248/2663387

Boat inFl at Bl acko
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COCO-NAUTS CORNER
President Lt Susan Forbes, S

E.ar v v

This is my first message in the Soundings and | hope everyone bears with me as | start this
new term. | am unfamiliar with many of your activities so | would appreciate any advise or
criticism coming directly to me, and | will try to deal with it. The strengths and weaknesses
of all volunteer organizations bear directly on the President and her boardl am always
available to any of you, and would hope that you will remember this as we continue in this
year. Our first priority is to help the Cocoa Beach Sail and Power Squadron and the rest, |
hope, will be having fun. | have some fun ideas for this year, and the first one is to have a
picnic at my home for the June meeting.We will discuss this at our next meeting, and |
want you to think of some other things we might do for the community as well as the
Squadron. | have served for several years as Secretary of the Domestic Violence Safe Ha"
ven of Pender Co. in North Carolina, and have worked to stop the annihilation of homeles
dogs and cats by supporting the Humane Society.have run many fundraisers for these
causes, and will be looking for ways to help the homeless, people and animadleave
worked for non-profit agencies for the entire time | was in North Carolina, and thoroughly
enjoyed doing it. So please, there is no stupid suggestion, so please feel free to express an
ideas you might have.

e 2 L)

Our next meeting March 11 at the Merritt Island Moose, | will be in Pa. but our illustrious
Vice President, Doris Valentine will cover for me.This will be a brown bag. On April 8th
we will meet at 11:30 at Applebee's on Merritt Island.May 13th we will meet at noon at the
Cape Canaveral Library, and June 10th we will have a picnic at my home, 1710 Reef Cou
at noon. Details to follow. | have just booked the Clarion Hotel for our Christmas meeting
on Dec. 12.

Have a safe and happy boating season.
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Galaxy 23

From the District Bridge
Robert E. Becker, Jr., SN

Commander

| am both humbled and honored that you have chosen me to steer the good ship District 23 for the y
2009. Forty six District Commanders have gone before me building our D 23 ship into the fine craft S
is today. | hopefully will continue to build during my year.

But this is not a one person show. This is a Team effort! Kim, Walt, Jim, Roberta and Dave repres¢
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an outstanding group of USPS members who will also lead our ship in their various departments. Yqur

District is here not only for USPS Headquarters administrative purposes, but most importantly to a
sist you, our squadrons in any way we can. When questions or problems arise, let us know and h
fully we can come up with possible solutions. When you have suggestions/recommendations, pass
along to us and we will get them to the right people at either district or national level. Again the Distri
is here for YOUR benefit, use us!

In my 43 years as a USPS member | have seen our numbers slide from a high of some 81,000 |

members down to the 35,000. Yet there are more boaters now than ever before. Forty three years
we did not face competition |ike we have tod:
ers can take fAon | ine boating courseso and c

public that the USPS courses are not only the best and most-tip-date, but our instructors have yearg
of boating experience and knowledge that one cannot get from the internet. Insure that these points
emphasized during your promotion of your Squadron Boating course.

Couple the aforementioned with your squadrond
tell the public about what your squadron does and stands for.

So itdés off to start adding the next plank o
tional and social activities to bring our eleven squadrons closer together. First on the list will be t
March Spring Conference in Deland followed by thé\pril D 23 Educational Seminar in Melbourne ang
our May D 23 Picnic and Cardboard Boat Race in Titusville. There will be something for every memb
so please get as many of your members to come out and see their District 23 in ACTION!

Hope to see you and your squadron members at our District 23 events.
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CBSPS COW PHOTO GALLERY
(cont. pgs. 2&5)
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS:

check website (cbsps.com) enwil for updates

24 - Tuesday, 1830 CBSPS Executive Board MeetingMerritt Island Library
27- 29, Friday thru Sunday - D23 Conference , Holiday Inn Deland, FL
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04- Saturday, 08001 6 00 Har bort own Marinadéds Annual FlXea N
<*’OS-Sunday,O80G)16OO Har bortown Marinads Annual Fl*a M ¢
<*>07-Tuesday, 1900 CBSPS Membership MeetingBr evar d Vet erandés Ce er
08-Wednesday, 1130Cocdlaut s Meeting Applebeeds, Merr t
* 18- Saturday, TBD D23 Training, Satellite Beach
* 25- Saturday, 1100 Boating Rendezvous & Lunch Old Florida Grill
28- Tuesday, 1830 CBSPS Executive Board MeetindVerritt Island Library
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May
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* 05- Tuesday, 1900 CBSPS Membership MeetingBrevard Veterans Center
09- Saturday, 1100 D23 Spring Fling & Cardboard Boat Race, Titusville (great event!!!)
12-Tuesday, 1900 Americad6s Boating Cour se,
* 13- Wednesday, 1200 Cocdlauts Meeting Cape Canaveral Library
16 - Saturday, TBD Blessing of the Fleet Dragon Point & Eau Galle Yacht Club
* 21- Thursday, 1800 Meet Us at the BCC Planetarium
* 26 - Tuesday, 1830 CBSPS Executive Board MeetindMerritt Island Library
30- Saturday, 1100 Boating Rendezvous & Lunch Sunset Grill
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June

02 - Tuesday, 1900 CBSPS Membership MeetingBrevard Veterans Center
09-Tuesday, 1900 Americab6és Boating Course T
10- Wednesday, 1130 Cocdlauts Meeting Kermit & Susan Forbes home

—+
p—~

050 30 3 30 36 3 36 3 30 3630 3630 6 3 36 3 36 -

*
*
*
x
*
*
*
*

R R e e e e e g X



THANKS TO
OUR SPONSORS!

Jay & Donna Longway (03/09) **
The Silver Tridents (05/09)
Johnnie & Ann McCandless (05/09)

John & Merri Mulkey (06/09)
Larry & Debra Burleson (9/09)
Bob & Marilyn Flanigan (9/09)

Marian Sweigert (9/09)
Edward Hradesky (09/09)
George & Genevieve Link (10/09)

Larry Hatfield (11/09)

Joan Montfort (11/09)
Richard & Ruth Finn (01/10)
Les & Evelyn Tribout (02/10)

Ed & Helen Kydd (03/10)

(** = Up for renewal )

As a Soundings sponsor you help defra
the cost of publishing and mailing the
Soundings.

CARE TO JOIN THEIR SUPPORT
EFFORTS?7??
Please send a check earmarked
AThe Soundingso
Lt/C Marilyn Flanigan, P
1490 Holly Avenue

Merritt Island, FL 32952
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VESSEL SAFETY CHECKk

Boating Activities Report
By LT/C Gerard Meunier, JN - for vacant chair

Our first Boating Rendezvou®f the new Bridge will be onSatur-
day April 25", So far, we have called itunch at the Old Florida
Grill . The name of the place is actually the Old Florida Grill and
Oyster House and is located at 5370 North Cocoa Boulevard in
Cocoa, FI 32927. Phone number is 32369222.

For those going by land, it is 4.1 miles North of US 528 on the
right side of US1.

For those going by boat, it is on théndian River West of ICW
marker 60 at statute mile 890.

However, unless it rains and the water level goes up, | have bee
told that there is only 1 foot of water at their dock. This is not a
problem, as we will raftup above marker 60 in more than 6 feet
of water. Look for nCat
LT/C flag. We can dinghy to the OId Florida Grill from there.

| believe this first Rendezvous of the year should be thdeet the
CBSPS Boats RendezvousThere is plenty of water in the Indian
River and no bridge restrictions so the new Bridge is hoping that
all the CBSPS boaters will be there to show their vessels. We wi
have quite a few Vessel Examiners ready to do Vessel Safety
Checks and hand out 2009 stickers.

*We can ferry our non-boater friends from the grill to the Raft-up

so they can get knowledgeable about the CBSPS fleet. Or better
yet, invite a nonboater on yourownvesselLet 6 s have
time on the water.

PS: We are going to have a busy boating activity year, so mark
your calendars for a boating activity every last Saturday of each
month!!!
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BLOOD DONATION

The next blood donation will be on 29 April 0900a at the Blood
Center on US Hwy. #1. All donations are appreciated!!!!
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